
GGeettttiinngg  EEvveenn
by Deb Westgate-Silva

“Want to go to the pool tomorrow?” Rosa asked Stephanie during
recess. e pool at the YMCA was one of their favorite places.

1

Rosa and Stephanie did everything together. ey rode the school bus
together. ey sat together during lunch. ey took dance lessons together
and even went to the same summer camp. ey were best friends. Most of
the time.

2

Sometimes, though, when Stephanie was with other friends, she ignored
Rosa or treated her like a little kid, even though they were the same age.
Rosa and Stephanie had played together since they were babies, but
sometimes Stephanie didn’t act like a friend.

3

Today was one of those times.4

“Sorry. I’m already going to the pool,” Stephanie said. “Toni and Vanessa
and I are going.” She smiled, but it wasn’t her nice smile. She walked away
to join Toni and Vanessa, and Rosa was le standing alone.

5

Aer school, at dance class, Stephanie talked and giggled with the other
dancers as they stretched in front of the mirror. Rosa wanted to join them,
but she still felt too upset.

6

en she noticed Kiara, the new girl, standing with one leg up on the
barre. Rosa joined her and began stretching, too. Kiara smiled, and Rosa
smiled back. Rosa tried not to check the mirror to see if Stephanie had
noticed. I hope she feels le out, Rosa thought.

7

e next morning, when Rosa boarded the bus, Stephanie was waiting
in their usual seat. Stephanie quickly moved her backpack off the seat to
make room for Rosa. But Rosa walked past her and slid into the empty seat
next to Kiara. How does it feel now? Rosa thought.

8

On the bus ride, Rosa discovered that Kiara was not the quiet girl Rosa



On the bus ride, Rosa discovered that Kiara was not the quiet girl Rosa
had thought she was. She talked a lot—about her little brother, about the
tree house her uncle had built, and even about swimming.

9

“I love swimming!” Rosa said.10

“Me, too,” Kiara said. “We just joined the YMCA. My dad said he’d take
my brother and me tonight.”

11

“It’s awesome there,” Rosa said. “Sometimes the lifeguards put giant
floats in the pool to climb on and slide off. I want to have a pool party there
for my birthday this year!”

12

“Maybe you can come with us tonight,” Kiara said. “I’ll ask my dad.”13

“at would be fun. I’ll ask my mom,” said Rosa.14

When they stepped off the bus, Stephanie was waiting on the sidewalk.
“Did you still want to go swimming tonight?” Stephanie asked Rosa.

15

Here’s my chance, Rosa thought. “I’m already going,” she said. “Kiara
and I are going together.” She smiled. Somehow she knew it wasn’t her nice
smile. ere, she thought.

16

Stephanie nodded and looked at her feet.17

Rosa’s heart sank and her cheeks began to burn.18

Why didn’t she feel happy? Getting even is what she’d wanted, wasn’t
it?

19

I could walk away with my new friend and not look back, Rosa thought.
But it was too late. She had seen Stephanie’s face. Getting even didn’t feel
the way she’d expected. It didn’t feel good at all. “Um,” she said instead,
“maybe we could all go together.”

20

Stephanie brightened. “I’d like that.”21

Rosa smiled. “Kiara, meet my friend Stephanie.”22

 



1.  What does the phrase “left out” mean as used in paragraph 7? 

A watched 

B alone 

C troubled 

D careful 

 
 
 
2.  In paragraphs 16 through 20, the reader can see that Rosa changes from 

A trying to avoid someone to making new friends 

B feeling sad about something to having a good time 

C wanting to upset her friend to wanting to include her 

D having a good time to feeling angry at someone 

 
 
 
3.  Which sentence best supports the central message of the story? 

A Stephanie makes room for Rosa to sit next to her on the bus. 

B Stephanie tells Rosa that she is going to the pool with someone else. 

C Rosa tells Stephanie that she has plans with Kiara. 

D Rosa asks Stephanie if she wants to go to the pool with her and Kiara. 

 
 
 
 



JJuusstt  LLiisstteenn
by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld

Psssst! Your friend leans close and whispers a secret. Woof! Woof! His
dog barks as a car zooms past. Beep beep! e driver honks her horn to say
hello. People and animals and things are making sounds all the time. I hear
birds singing. Is that rumbling sound thunder? Some sounds are as quiet as
a leaf rustling in the breeze. Others are so loud you might cover your ears.

1

Pluck a guitar string or a rubber band stretched between your fingers.
You see the string or rubber band go back and forth very fast. It is
vibrating. You can’t see it, but the vibration makes waves in the air, like you
make waves in a bathtub of water when you waggle your hand up and
down quickly.

2

Every sound is made by vibrations. Place your fingertips lightly on the
front of your throat. Say or shout a few words. Feel the tiny, quick, shaking
movements? at is the vibration of the vocal cords in your throat. It
makes the sound of your voice.

3

Your ears are sound wave collectors. Sit very quietly. Listen to all the
different sounds you can hear.

4

e sound waves your ear collects travel through your ear canal. At the
end of the canal is a thin piece of skin called your eardrum. e sound
waves make your eardrum vibrate. Special nerve hairs further inside your
ear pick up the vibrations. ey send signals to your brain. Your brain
makes sense of all the sounds you hear. e faster your eardrum vibrates,
the higher the sound you will hear. If the vibration is slower, you will hear a
lower sound.

5

Sound waves travel not only through air but also through water. ey



6 Sound waves travel not only through air but also through water. They 

can even travel through solid things, like wood. Knock on your table top. 

Listen to the sound. Now put one ear down on your table and knock again 
the same way. Does the knock sound different? Sound waves are traveling 

to your ear through the table top. They travel even faster through wood or 
metal than they do through air. 

7 In outer space, there is no air. And guess what. There are no sounds, 
either, because there is nothing for sound waves to travel through. If an 

astronaut bangs a hammer on the outside of a spaceship, people inside the 
spaceship may hear it. But there will be no sound outside the ship-no 

matter how hard the astronaut hammers! Because there is no air, the 
hammering creates no sound waves. There is only silence. 

8 Sometimes your ear collects a sound twice. If you make a wave of water 
in the tub, it will go to the edge and bounce back. Sometimes sound waves 

bounce back, too. If you clap your hands in an empty room, you hear the 
clap as soon as your hands come together. But you may hear it again, a split 

second later, as the sound waves travel to the wall and bounce back to your 
ear. It's called an echo. 

9 The world is full of sounds. Just listen. 

Sound 
waves 

HOW EARS AND HEARING WORK 

Nerve hairs help 
change sound 
waves into 
messages the brain 
can understand 



4.  What question does paragraph 3 help to answer? 

A How do ears take in sounds? 

B What do eardrums do? 

C How do noises travel? 

D What do sounds feel like? 

 
 
 
5.  Based on the passage, what does the author most likely think about how people 
hear? 

A Learning how people understand sounds is very interesting.  

B It is strange that all sounds do not return to where they start.  

C It is hard to find out how people make sense of sounds. 

D The fact that there is no sound in space is a problem. 

 
 
 
6. What is a central idea of the passage? Use two details from the passage to 
support your response. 
 

 



ee  WWaatteerrmmeelloonn  SSeeeedd
by Kay Haugaard

Once there was a watermelon seed. It was smooth and black and shiny.
It lay under the moist, so brown earth. 

1

e water in the soil seemed to say, “Drink me, swell up, wake up!” and
the seed did. It swelled up and burst its shiny, black skin. 

2

e pale white inside part of the seed pushed up, up, out of the dark
earth. As it rose, the seed divided into two sprouts that looked like arms
greeting the warm sun. e sun shone down on the pale, curving sprouts,
and they turned into a strong, green watermelon vine.

3

e seed’s lower part reached down into the dark earth and divided into
roots, seeking nourishment. e roots carried the moisture and minerals
from the earth up the stem into the vine. 

4

e vine grew and reached out over the sun-warmed ground. Fine short
hairs on the vines glinted in the sunshine. Green, lacey leaves soon spread
like fans, opened flat to the sky, soaking up the sun’s rays. 

5

glinted = gave off sunlight

e warm sun poured energy onto the vine, and it bloomed with small
yellow flowers. e flowers opened wide to welcome bees, who drank their
sweet liquid called nectar.

6

While these small creatures fed, tiny grains of dusty yellow pollen stuck
to them. e bees carried pollen from one golden cup to another, sending a
message to the flowers: it is now time to produce juicy, heavy fruit. 

7

When the flower petals fell to the ground, a tiny green bubble of a
watermelon began to grow on the vine. It drank and drank water from the
rain brought up from the roots. It swelled and swelled with the water and
the heat from the sun. Its pale yellow belly touched the warm earth. Its

green and yellow stripes stretched from end to end of its plump, rounded

8



green and yellow stripes stretched from end to end of its plump, rounded 
shape. It grew large and heavy in the hot summer sun. 

9 One day the ripe melon was cut from its stem. It was carefully loaded 
onto a truck and taken to a farmers' market. There, it was bought by a man 
for his family. 

10 Inside its smooth, striped skin was delicious, sweet red juice in red, 

crunchy flesh. The family cut it into large slices. They ate it with great 
pleasure, this special gift from the sun, the rain, and the earth filled with 

minerals. 

11 The boy picked up a black shiny seed and smiled at it. It seemed to say, 
"Plant me. I will make more watermelons!" 

Watermelon Sprouting 
Seed Watermelon 

Plant 

Flowering 
Watermelon 

Plant 

Watermelons Full Grown 
Growing Watermelon 



7.  In the passage “The Watermelon Seed,” why are the events in 
paragraphs 6 and 7 important to what happens in paragraph 8? Use two 
details from the passage to support your response. 
 

 
 
 
 
8.  What do paragraphs 9 through 11 of “The Watermelon Seed” show about 
growing new watermelons? Use two details from the passage to support your 
response. 
 

 



PPiillll  BBuuggss
by Patricia Toht

Turn over a rotting log or look under some dead leaves. Do you see little
balls that look like hard seeds? Keep watching! ey may not be seeds at
all. e balls may uncurl and scurry away. Some people call them  roly-polies, or tiggy hogs, or potato bugs. But most people call them pill
bugs.

1

Pill bugs oen live in forests. But they can also be found on beaches, in
basements, or in the cracks of city buildings—anywhere they can find a
dark, damp spot to hide from the sun.

2

Pill bugs are not “bugs” at all—they are related to shrimp and lobsters.
ey also have gills, like fish. ese gills take oxygen from water for pill
bugs to breathe. If pill bugs get too dry, they will die.

3

Like a tiny tank, a pill bug’s back is a hard shell. When a bird, lizard, or
frog comes looking for a tasty treat, pill bugs fold their fourteen legs and
roll up to escape from being eaten.

4

A pill bug will never pinch, or bite, or sting. You can gently pick one up
and hold it in your hand.

5

Look closely at the pill bug. What color is it? Adult pill bugs are oen
gray, but they may also be red, orange, or brown. Baby pill bugs are smaller
and cream-colored.

6

A mother pill bug carries her eggs, and then babies, in a pouch on her
stomach until the babies are ready to live on their own. As a baby pill bug
grows, its shell becomes too tight. e baby sheds, or molts, its shell. A new
shell grows in its place. But a molting pill bug is so and cannot roll into a
hard ball to protect itself. Be careful, baby pill bugs!

7

Can you see two feelers on the pill bug’s head? ese help a pill bug find
food. Pill bugs love rotting vegetables and plants, ant droppings and spider

eggs. A molting pill bug may even eat its own shell!

8



eggs. A molting pill bug may even eat its own shell! 

9 When you've finished looking at your pill bug, put it back in a damp, 

dark place. Then it can live a happy pill bug's life. 

PARTS OF A PILL BUG 

THE PILL BUG 

PROTECTS ITSELF 



9.  How does the illustration add to the reader’s understanding of “Pill Bugs”? Use 
two details from the passage to support your response. 
 

 
 
10.  What is a main idea of paragraphs 2 through 4 in “Pill Bugs”? Use two details 
from the passage to support your response. 
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